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In pairs, work through the following exercises to get yourselves familiar with notes on the keyboard and the Blues chord progression.

[image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf]There are three basic chords you will need to be able to play for the Blues. The first is C major:

C has the following notes in:  
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F has the following notes in:




[image: image6.png]


[image: image7.png]


G has the following notes in:

[image: image8.bmp][image: image9.bmp][image: image10.bmp][image: image11.bmp]Try playing these chords and moving between them in time. Move your fingers as little as possible when changing chords. For example, to change from C to F, move the top two notes up and keep the note C where it was:

To make the chords sound more authentic, we need to add one more note to each chord, don’t worry if this is too hard, it just spices the chords up a bit. The extra note goes on the top of the chord and is called a 7th. 

The chords now look like this: C7, F7, G7.

 

Here is the 12 bar Blues progression. There are 4 beats in each bar.

	C7  /  /  /
	C7  /  /  /
	C7  /  /  /
	C7  /  /  /

	F7  /  /  /
	F7  /  /  /
	C7  /  /  /
	C7  /  /  /

	G7  /  /  /
	F7  /  /  /
	C7  /  /  /
	C7  /  /  /


Now we need a bass line and a melody. Both of these can be made up by playing the notes from the chords when that is being played. Or, a scale which will work really well is:

C  Eb  F  G  Bb  …the minor pentatonic scale
A simple bass line may be   C E G Bb   x4  F A C E b x2





    C E G Bb   x2  G B D F   F A C E b




   C E G Bb   C E G Bb   

Improvising is a strong feature of the Blues. Improvising is using notes from the chords and scale provided to make up a new tune on the spot that will be different every time.

You should take it in turns to play a melody and improvise.
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