Teacher Notes

This is a fun scheme of work to teach and can be open-ended as far as the final learning and musical performance results.

Depending on the context of the pupil’s previous learning and keyboard skills, the project has proven to give confidence to pupils who are less able, to play techniques where there are no ‘right or wrong notes’ as such and can also be a real challenge to advanced pupils to learn some new techniques perhaps and creating extended compositions in relatively short deadlines.

In the early stages of teaching this project I experimented with not using a worksheet and relying on the pupils to copy down the definitions of each technique.  I found this to be time consuming and not relevant to the project.  The worksheet also provides some short stories that can directly link with the techniques taught in that week, which I found helped pupils no end with learning.

The first three lessons run on the similar theme of learning new techniques and how to adapt certain elements in music to create atmospheric music.

Lesson 1

This is an introduction to the project and to atmospheric music.  The suggested listening exercise at the beginning could be extended to a specific activity, or film soundtracks could be played at the beginning of each lesson in the series to develop awareness of the scope of music that is composed for films.

On handing out Worksheet 1, ensure that the pupils concentrate on the left hand box only, so that the whole sheet does not daunt them.  Demonstrations of each definition in the box is vital by firstly the teacher, and then by the pupils after a short practice on keyboards, It may be a good idea to have these key words with definitions on a display or on the board, so that constant referral can be made throughout the project.

The final performances of the short story should be fairly informal and will hopefully encourage improvisation of a practiced technique without the fear of playing it ‘wrong’.

The homework task has been deliberately set at the beginning of the project to develop awareness of background music from listening to a programme, and the short research task should help pupils to be aware of the film music industry.

Lesson 2

This is a follow on from lesson 1 with more emphasis on the composition task followed by focused appraisal from both the performers and the listeners.  Specific questions could be written on the board to focus pupils, such as ‘What is the very first technique they use?’ or ‘What musical elements or techniques do you think they used to demonstrate running down the stairs?’

Lesson 3

By now the pupils will be in a routine of learning the new techniques and performing short compositions to the class.  It may be suitable to have a short revision session of all the elements and techniques used in preparation for the final project.

It is important to introduce the final project during this lesson or time will be too short.  This is also a good opportunity to involve the whole class in discussing the use of ICT (see ICT focus).  

The homework set (2) should act as a revision tool for the pupils and will also help the pupils to become familiar with the story.

Lesson 4

The majority of this lesson should be spent on allowing the pupils to compose and rehearse.  It is essential that pupils realise that they are recording in the next lesson with just a short rehearsal a the beginning, and that they need to consider the timescale of the story and measure the time spent on each section of the story.  (Pupils often get caught up on the first page of the story, where in fact the most important areas to be covered are on the second page). 

A check of progress half way through the lesson may be appropriate.  Of course, this project is not exclusively for keyboards.  Pupils could use their own instruments, percussion of voices.

Lesson 5

This can be a difficult lesson to manage as there is a lot to cover.  The time scale of the lesson will need to be flexible depending on how many pupils are in the class.  (Each performance will last the length of the story (2:10sec), therefore the recording process may take up to 40 minutes in a large class).

The final homework exercise is an additional opportunity for the teacher to assess appraisal skills if they have not had a chance to make formative notes on all of the pupils throughout the project.
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